
 

 

   

 

Feature Story: Rural Outreach Project, TransSask Support Services  

 

TransSask Support Services' Rural Outreach Project was developed in June of 2015 with the  
drive to bring information and opportunities for education and training about Saskatchewan's 
transgender community to groups and organizations located in areas outside the cities of 
Saskatoon and Regina. 

The Rural Outreach Project has two target audiences: 1) rural area service providers, businesses, 
nonprofit organizations and other groups; and 2) transgender people. "Through working 
together with rural area service providers, we hope to offer training and information, and 
through partnership with these service providers, ultimately make available a network of 
resources and support accessible by transgender folk living in rural Saskatchewan" says  
Mikayla Schultz - Executive Director of TransSask Support Services Inc.  

"Our very first funding opportunity, thanks to the CIF, has provided us the chance to employ a transgender individual, 
improving their quality of life immensely. Because of extremely high levels of oppression and discrimination, 
transgender people often find themselves unemployed and living in poverty at rates far higher than any average. We 
are really excited to be able to provide opportunity to our community" says Schultz.  

The project will bring to many people, a source of information and support where they would otherwise not have. 
Through training opportunities, TransSask Support Services hopes to help service providers better understand 
transgender people and their obligations to serve them as they would any other person, in spite current stigmas. "It 
goes without saying, this increase of awareness by rural area service providers will make for improved conditions for 
transgender folk in their day to day interactions within their local communities" says Schultz.  

"I'm proud to be who I am and to be a part of this community. 
Helping pioneer safety and protection for the next generation. 
There are so many strong, amazing people to learn from and 
grow with. We will make it!" This quote is from a transgender 
man (assigned female at birth) during a conversation about filing a 
Human Rights complaint after being denied a change of gender 
marker on Saskatchewan Government issued identification. This 
individual came into contact with TransSask through their website, 
a common portal for urban and rural folk, seeking information and 
support as he dealt with the social and psychological impact of 
being refused legal recognition of his lived gender. As a result of 
having identification incongruent to his gender, he cited incidents 
of being refused medical services, banking services, and was concerned that he would not be able to secure 
employment because of the current state of his identification. These are the types of problems TransSask is prepared to 
deal with, but did not have any connection to many trans folk in rural areas of Saskatchewan until the Rural Outreach 
Project. 
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